The Essential Guide to Starting Rallying

The Car:  Make is optional but should be powerful and rear wheel drive, after all Rallying is a spectator sport and they should be entertained.

Driver: Usually the guy with the most money. Can generally be heard in service areas blaming everything but himself for crap stage times. Useful at the end of a rally though to get the first round in.

Co-Driver: The co-driver has 2 main functions, the first is the drivers ‘kicking boy’ after calling a wrong bend and causing the driver to crash. It is well known that all crashes are caused by ‘wrong calls’. The second is as a human air-bag after the aforementioned crash has happened. As rally cars always crash on the co-drivers side he helps to protect the driver which is fair as it wasn’t the drivers fault.

Service Barge: Any size will do but must be equipped with a fridge and tv/dvd player to while away the 5hrs before the crew phone you to tell you they have gone off on stage 1 and have just been recovered. Extra seats are required to enable the poor bugger in service to pick up hitch-hikers for company on the 2 hr drive along Welsh ‘b’ roads to tow the car back home. (Been there and got the T shirt)

Service Crew:  As many lunatics, sorry helping hands as possible, but must include:

Cook, preferably with own cooking stove and an unending supply of food.

Mechanic or at least someone that can bluff his way through.

Angelina Jolie look-alike, Handy for sending to other service crews to ‘borrow’ parts for your crashed car, windscreens. Brakes etc. No one ever says no to a pretty girl.

Bank Manager, although he will not travel to rallies he soon becomes an integral part of the team. You may not have met him before you start rallying, but you will soon be on first name terms with him.

Tools: Very few tools will be needed on a rally. 

Tie Wraps, The greatest invention by man. Can be used to tie anything to anything, exhausts to brackets, brakes to hubs etc.

Duct Tape, When a tie-wrap cannot be used then duct tape will sort it. Ideal for keeping windscreens in, body panels on, co-driver in his seat after he threatens to leave due to all the abuse he gets from the driver.

Big Hammer, Ideal for those times when ‘gentle persuasion’ is needed. Also pretty girl comes in handy here, to keep driver occupied as said hammer is taken to his pride and joy.

And Finally: A sense of humour. Believe me you are going to need it.                                HAPPY RALLYING                
